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ACTION 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ARA-10 EUR- 12 EA-10 NEA-10 ISO-OO 
CIAE-00 DODE-OO NSAE-00 NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 
INRE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-10 L-03 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 
AID-05 CEA-01 COME-OO EB-08 FRB-03 OPIC-03 
TRSE-00 LAB-04 SIL-01 AGRE-00 OMB-01 IGA-02 /132 W 

033723 160357Z/72 

O P 160049Z FEB 78 
FM USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9596 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ANTANANARIVO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BERN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BOGOTA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BONN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BRASILIA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN PRIORITY 
USMISSION GENEVA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KINGSTON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT PRIORITY 
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AMEMBASSY LAGOS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LIMA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LISBON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
/AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG PRIORITY 548 
AMEMBASSY MADRID PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MANILA PRIORITY 
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AMEMBASSY MEXICO CITY PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY OSLO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ROME PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 1 OF 4 USUN 0547 

USEEC 

US OECD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EGEN, UN, ECOSOC, PORG 

SUBJECT: UN OVERVIEW MECHANISM: FIRST SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE OF 
THE WHOLE 
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1 . SUMMARY: ALGERIAN ELECTED PRESIDENT OF COMMITTEE OF 
THE WHOLE. FOUR VICE CHAIRMEN ARE PAKISTAN, ECUADOR, 

BYELORUSSIA AND DENMARK. LATTER ALSO IS RAPPORTEUR. 

TONE OF SESSION WAS POSITIVE AND CONCILIATORY. END SUMMARY. 

2. WEO GROUP CAUCUSSED FEB 14. CHAIRMAN (PINIES, SPAIN) 

REPORTED HE HAD OBTAINED INFORMAL ASSURANCES FROM G-77 
CHAIRMAN MILLS( JAMAICA) AND OTHER G-77 LEADERS ON PRINCIPLE 
THAT THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE WOULD ROTATE 
NEXT YEAR TO A REPRESENTATIVE OF A GROUP OTHER THAN THE 

G-77. MILLS AGREED TO MENTION THIS PRINCIPLE IN HIS 
REMARKS AT THE OPENING SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE. ON 
BASIS OF THESE ASSURANCES, THE CANDIDACY OF REPRESENTATIVE 
WHALEN FOR THE CHAIRMANSHIP WAS WITHDRAWN. WEO AGREED TO 
OFFER DENMARK (PERMREP ULRICHSEN) AS ITS CANDIDATE FOR 
VICE CHAIRMAN AND RAPPORTEUR. WEO GROUP AGREED TO 
REQUEST THE UN SECRETARIAT TO PROVIDE SUMMARY RECORDS 
OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE OVERVIEW COMMITTEE, SO THAT THERE 
WOULD BE AN OFFICIAL VERSION OF ITS DELIBERATIONS. 

3. WEO GROUP ALSO DECIDED TO ESTABLISH AN INFORMAL GROUP 
FOR EXCHANGE OF IDEAS AND COORDINATION OF POLICY ON THE 
OVERVIEW EXERCISE. 

4. THE FIRST MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OPENED ABOUT 3:30 
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FEB 14 WITH A BRIEF ADDRESS BY SECRETARY GENERAL WALDHEIM, 
WHO CALLED FOR A NEW WORLD ECONOMIC ORDER AND FOR THE 
DEVELOPED COUNTRIES TO INCREASE DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE TO 
LDC'S. 

5. AS A COOPERATIVE AND CONCILITORY GESTURE, WEO GROUP 
CHAIRMAN NOMINATED ALGERIAN, DRISS KENNETH DIAZAIRI (ALSO 
IDRISS JAZAIRY FOR COMMITTEE CHAIRMANSHIP. HE WAS ELECTED 
BY ACCLAMATION. 

6. FOUR VICE CHAIRMEN WERE ELECTED UNANIMOUSLY (ALBORNOZ 
OF ECUADOR, AKHUND OF PAKISTAN, DOLGUCHITS OF BYELORUSSIA 
AS WELL AS ULRICHSEN OF DENMARK WHO WILL ALSO SERVE AS 
RAPPORTEUR). 
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ACTION IO-14 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ARA-10 EUR- 12 EA-10 NEA-10 ISO-OO 
CIAE-00 DODE-OO NSAE-00 NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 
INRE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-10 L-03 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 
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034200 160357Z/72 

O P 160049Z FEB 78 
FM USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9597 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ANTANANARIVO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BERN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BOGOTA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BONN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BRASILIA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN PRIORITY 
USMISSION GENEVA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI PRIORITY 
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AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KINGSTON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT PRIORITY 
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AMEMBASSY LAGOS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LIMA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LISBON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
/AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG PRIORITY 549 
AMEMBASSY MADRID PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MANILA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MEXICO CITY PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY OSLO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ROME PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 2 OF 4 USUN 0547 

USEEC 

US OECD 

7. DJAZAIRI MADE SHORT CONCILIATORY SPEECH IN WHICH HE 
SAID THAT THE COMMITTEE MUST LOOK FOR NEW SOLUTION TO 
PROBLEMS, RATHER THAN MERELY REVIEW THE WORK OF OTHERS. 

HE NOTED THAT THE COMMITTEE'S WORK SHOULD NOT OVERLAP OR 
INTERFERE WITH THAT OF OTHER UN BODIES. HE ALSO SAID 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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THAT THERE CAN BE NO SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS IF THEY ARE 
NOT CASE IN A GLOBAL FRAMEWORK. 

8. WEO CHAIRMAN CONGRATULATED DJAZAIRI AND OTHER 
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MEMBERS OF THE BUREAU. THEN HE OBSERVED THAT THERE 
SHOULD BE AN UNDERSTANDING THAT THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE 
COMMITTEE SHOULD ROTATE TO OTHER GROUPS. 

9. G-77 CHAIRMAN MILLS OFFERED A CAREFULLY PREPATED 
SPEECH (REPORTED SEPTEL). ON ROTATION OF THE CHAIRMANSHIP 
HE SAID, "AS FAR AS THE ORGANIZATION OF THE WORK IS 
CONCERNED, THE RESOLUTION CLEARLY INDICATED THAT THE BUREAU 
SHALL BE ELECTED ON AN ANNUAL BASIS AND IT IS THE UNDER- 
STANDING OF THE GROUP OF 77 THAT IT WILL OPERATE ON A 
PRINCIPLE OF ROTATION." ON NEGOTIATIONS MILLS SAID, "IT 

IS IMPORTANT TO EMPHASIZE THAT THE COMMITTEE SHOULD NOT 
INHIBIT THE WORK OF THOSE INSTITUTIONS IN THE UNITED NATIONS 
SYSTEM WHICH HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF NEGOTIATING PARTICULAR 
ISSUES, NOR SHOULD IT SEEK TO PREEMPT THEIR FUNCTIONS. 
NEVERTHELESS, THE ROLE OF THE COMMITTEE IN SEEKING TO 
PROVIDE IMPETUS FOR RESOLVING DIFFICULTIES IN NEGOTIATIONS 
AND FOR ENCOURAGING THE ONGOING WORK IN SUCH BODIES, AND 
FOR SERVING WHERE APPROPRIATE AS A FORUM FOR FACILITATING 
AND EXPEDITING AGREEMENT ON OUTSTANDING ISSUES, IS CLEAR." 

10. US REP HORMATS THEN MADE SHORT SPEECH (TEXT SEPTEL). 

11. SEVERAL OTHER COUNTRIES FOLLOWED SUIT. NOTABLE FROM 
US PERSPECTIVE WAS PAKISTANI'S EXPRESSION OF INTEREST IN 
HORMATS, STATEMENT THAT REPRESENTATIVE WHALEN WILL SERVE 
ON US DELEGATION. HE EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR THE 
COOPERATION AND INTEREST WHALEN HAD SHOWN IN THE WORK 

OF THE SECOND COMMITTEE. 
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INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ARA-10 EUR- 12 EA-10 NEA-10 ISO-OO 
CIAE-00 DODE-OO NSAE-00 NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 
INRE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-10 L-03 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 
AID-05 CEA-01 COME-OO EB-08 FRB-03 OPIC-03 
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034390 160358Z/72 

O P 160049Z FEB 78 
FM USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9598 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ANTANANARIVO PRIORITY 
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AMEMBASSY ATHENS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BERN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BOGOTA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BONN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BRASILIA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN PRIORITY 
USMISSION GENEVA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KINGSTON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT PRIORITY 
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AMEMBASSY LAGOS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LIMA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LISBON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
/AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG PRIORITY 550 
AMEMBASSY MADRID PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MANILA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MEXICO CITY PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY OSLO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ROME PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON PRIORITY 
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12. DJAZAIRI SAID THE COMMITTEE WOULD MEET INFORMALLY 
FEB 15 TO DISCUSS ITS WORK PROGRAM. THERE WILL BE FORMAL 
SESSIONS THURSDAY AND FRIDAY TO ADOPT A REPORT ON THE INITIAL 
MEETING. AT THE REQUEST OF UGANDA AND SPAIN, DJAZAIRI 
AGREED TO LOOK INTO THE LEGAL ASPECTS OF PROVIDING SUMMARY 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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RECORDS OF THE COMMITTEE' S DELIBERATIONS. PROVIDED THEERE 
WERE NO LEGAL OBSTACLES, HE WOULD VIEW SUCH A PROPOSAL 
SYMPATHETICALLY. 

13. FOLLOWING THE MEETING, THE US SUGGESTED TO WEO 
COUNTRIES THAT A MEETING OF THE GROUP TO EXCHANGE VIEWS 
AND COORDINATE POSITIONS BE CALLED TO DISCUSS OUR APPROACH 
TO THE NEXT MAJOR ISSUE, THE WORK PROGRAM. WEO COUNTRIES 
WERE RELUCTANT TO DO SO UNTIL AFTER THE G-77 HAD PRESENTED 
THEIR VIEWS ON AN AGENDA. 

14. COMMENT: THUS FAR THE US HAS BEEN PERCEIVED BY THE 
G-77 AS PLAYING A POSITIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE. HORMATS’ 
STATEMENT WAS WELL RECEIVED AND MANY G-77 REPRESENTATIVES 
HAVE COMMENTED FAVORABLY TO US ON THE WHALEN CANDIDACY. 
SOME EXPRESSED REGRET THAT WE HAD NOT PUT IT FORWARD BEFORE 
DJAZAIRI HAD SEWN UP THE G-77 NOMINATION. THE WHALEN 
CANDIDACY ALSO BLOCKED DJAZAIRI'S EFFORT TO REACH AN 
UNDERSTANDING IN THE G-77 THAT HE WOULD BE PERMANENT 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE, ASSUMING ANNUAL REFLECTION. 
ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NOT OBTAINED AN EXPLICIT FORMAL ASSURANCE 
ON ROTATION OF THE CHAIRMANSHIP TO A WEO REPRESENTATIVE 
NEXT YEAR AS WE WOULD HAVE LIKED, THE REMARKS BY PINIES 

AND MILLS WERE USEFUL IN THIS REGARD AND THE INFORMAL 
ASSURANCES WE HAVE RECEIVED ARE SUFFICIENTLY WELL KNOWN 
THAT AN EFFORT BY THE G-77 TO RETAIN THE CHAIRMANSHIP NEXT 
YEAR WOULD LIKELY BE GENERALLY PERCEIVED AS A BREACH OF 
FAITH. THE REMARKS BY DJAZAIRI AND MILLS TO THE EFFECT 
THAT THE OVERVIEW COMMITTEE SHOULD NOT INTERFERE WITH 
NEGOTIATIONS IN OTHER UN BODIES ALSO ARE POSITIVE DEVELOP- 
MENTS. 
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INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ARA-10 EUR- 12 EA-10 NEA-10 ISO-OO 
CIAE-00 DODE-OO NSAE-00 NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 
INRE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-10 L-03 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 
AID-05 CEA-01 COME-OO EB-08 FRB-03 OPIC-03 
TRSE-00 LAB-04 SIL-01 AGRE-00 OMB-Ol IGA-02 /132W 

034465 160358Z/72 

O P 160049Z FEB 78 
FM USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9599 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ANTANANARIVO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BERN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BOGOTA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BONN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BRASILIA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN PRIORITY 
USMISSION GENEVA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KINGSTON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT PRIORITY 
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AMEMBASSY LAGOS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LIMA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LISBON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
/AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG PRIORITY 551 
AMEMBASSY MADRID PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MANILA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MEXICO CITY PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY OSLO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA PRIORITY 
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AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ROME PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 4 OF 4 USUN 0547 

USEEC 

US OECD 

15. SOME WEO COUNTRIES CONTINUE TO RESIST US EFFORTS TO 
STRENGTHEN CONSULTATIVE ARRANGEMENTS AMONG WEO MEMBERS. 
NEVERTHELESS, WE ARE PRESSING HARD FOR GREATER COHESION, 

AS WELL AS FOR A MORE ACTIVIST POSTURE AND WEO INITIATIVES 
TO MOVE THE COMMITTEE IN DIRECTIONS WE DESIRE, 
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WHICH ALSO MEET SOME RESISTANCE. IN PART AS A RESULT, THE 
EC WILL TAKE THE LEAD ON THE NEXT MAJOR ISSUE, THE COMMITTEE S 
AGENDA. WE INTEND TO SUPPORT THEIR POSITION THAT THE 
COMMITTEE SHOULD NOT SET A LONG RANGE WORK PROGRAM, BUT 
RATHER SHOULD SET THE AGENDA FOR EACH MEETING AT THE PREVIOUS 
ONE. 

LEONARD 
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